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I dedicate this book first to G-D who gave me the ability to 
create it. I then dedicate it to my husband Wenceslao and 
to my sons Wencis and Galileo. 
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John Newton, the man who wrote the song| 
" Amazing Grace" was born in 
Wapping, London on July 24, 1725. 
His father (also called John Newton) was a 
shipmaster. John Newton had a very sad and lonely 
childhood. His mother, Elizabeth Seatclif Newton, died of 
tuberculosis when he was only six years old. His mother had 
planned for him to become a misister when he grew up. Before 
she died she taught him how to read at the age of 
four and also taught him about the Bible. His 
father remarried soon after and had a second son 
three years later. His stepmother and father 
were good people, but not as religious as his 
mother had been and did not pay a lot of 
attention to where he went and who his friends were. 
As a result John Newton picked up a lot of bad habits from 
disobedient and troublesome boys. Despite the fact that John's 
father did not pay much attention to where his son went, he 
was nevertheless very stern with John whenever the boy was in 
his presence. As a result John did not study much during 
i those years and forgot almost everything that he had learned. 
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He spent two years away from home 
in a boarding school, and when he 
was eleven years old he went to sea 
with his father. In those days it 
was very difficult traveling on a ship. 
Sailors often had to eat rotten food, and there were rats on 
board. Many sailors got sick with a disease called scurvy 
because they did not eat enough fresh fruits or vegetables. 
John made five voyages with his father. During the last of 
these voyages his father left him in Alicante, Spain for some 
months with a merchant friend of his. John Newton however^ 
behaved badly and his father's friend refused to 
have John any longer with him. In 1742 
John's father retired from sailing and John kept 
on sailing alone. Afterwards John made one more 
trip to Venice. John's father died in 1750. He had 1 
never shown his son much love, but John Newton 
as an old man wrote that he believed that his 
father had loved him. 
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During the 1700's slaves were brought from West Africa 
to the West Indies to work in sugar and coffee plantations. 
Some Africans were prisoners of war, others were simply 
kidnapped from their homes. They never saw their families 
again. The Africans were treated cruelly . They were put on 
slaveships and kept in very small spaces below the ship 
where there was hardly any space to move in. The poor 
slaves suffered terribly. They had chains around their feet, 
hands, and neck and could not even move to go to the 
bathroom. They had very little food and had to sleep in filth. 
A great many of the slaves died from disease because of the 

conditions in the slave 
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John Newton's father had planned 
for him to become a slave master at 
a sugar plantation in Jamaica. 



Jamaica is in the West Indies. It was part of the Triangular 
Trade, which got it's name from the ships' different routes 
that formed a triangle. Ships would bring cloth, rum, and 
other goods to Africa to buy slaves. Then they would take 
the slaves to the West Indies and sell them to buy sugar, 

/ ••/ 

1 



'A 

ft 

i 



i 

'f 



if 

V 






*H 





b 










&&&; m: 




i 



r 



^^'^■^ A^^^lx.^^-.x^+A.^^ 




tobbacco, and cotton. These things would then be sold 
in England. In 1743 John Newton was pressed into the 
navy. Pressed means that he was forced 
against his own will to enter the British Navy. 
John tried to desert the Navy and was whipped 
as a punishment and court martialed 
(thrown out of the Navy). He was only 
nineteen years old at the time, and soon found 
work on a slave ship bound for West Africa. Years later John 
Newton would greatly regret the awful years when he sinned 
against G-D by selling other human beings. He began to 
change his ways in 1748 when he was 
sailing back to England. A great 
storm struck and John's ship nearly 
sunk. Desperate, he prayed to 
£ G-D and the ship was saved. After 
his close encounter with death, 
John Newton began to read the 
Bible and started changing little 

by little. From March 10, 1748 onwards John avoided bad 
language, drinking, and gambling. Sadly, he still continued to 
work on slave ships until 1754. 
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In 1750 John Newton married his 
childhood sweetheart 
Mary Catlett whom he called" Polly". 
John made three more sea voyages 
before quitting as ship Captain. 
He began to teach himself Latin, Greek, and Hebrew in 
his spare time. On 
June 17, 1764 John Newton 
was ordained as an Anglican 
priest. The Anglican church is 
the official Church of England. 
Anglican priests can be married 
unlike Catholic priests 
who cannot marry. He remained 
the curate (priest, clergyman) of Olney until 1780. 
During that time he wrote together with 
the poet William Cowper, a book of hymns 
entitled "Olney Hymns". The book was 
published in 1779 which was probably the 
same year that he wrote the hymn 
"Amazing Grace". 



( John Newton's Bible) 
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John Newton was always 

haunted by his years as a 
I slave ship captain. Many people 
have said that he was not 
i truly sorry about selling slaves 
in his earlier life, because after he started reading the Bible 
he still kept working on a slave ship. These people are wrong. 
John Newton said later in his life that 
even after he started reading the Bible, it 
took some time before he became a true ^ f 

Christian. Also after he started reading the 
Bible John Newton started taking better care 
of the slaves on his ships. Very few slaves died 
on his ships. Even though that does not change the fact that 
selling slaves was a sin, it does show that he was slowly 

. changing. He wrote in 1787 
"Thoughts Upon The African 
Slave Trade" in which he told of 
his own experience as a slaveship 
captain and explained why slavery 
I was wrong and cruel. 
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John Newton joined the abolitionist movement in England 
The abolitionists wanted to end slavery throughout the 
British Empire. John helped 

change people's views on slavery 

by explaining how slaves were 

abused and how their children 

were sold and taken away from 

them, never to be seen again. ( This is a cotton flower. Cotton 

was one of the crops grown on 
plantations that used slave labor.) 

When people began to realize how terrible the lives of the 
slaves were, they began to see slavery for what it really was, 

a terrible injustice that did great 
harm to many innocent human 

beings. Slaves were given little 
food, abused, given very little 
clothing, and lived in little huts. 
Their children could be sold away 
from them whenever their Master 
needed money. They knew no rest 
and worked all day long for no pay. 
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John Newton's greatest contribution 
to history was probably convincing 
the famous British politician and slavery 
abolitionist William Wilberforce to 
stay in Parliament and to serve G-D 

there. William had considered giving up politics^ 

to become a minister. John Newton 

however told him that he could do 

more good through his influence in 

Parliament. Parliament was 

responsible for passing laws. 

By listening to John's advice 

William Wilberforce succeeded in 

leading the campaign against the British 

slave trade. He kept on fighting Wilberforce( 1759-1 833) 

tirelessly for an end to all slavery 

and in 1833 the Slavery Abolition Act was passed ending 

slavery in the British Empire. 
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TU grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
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3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 4 The Lord has promised good to me, 
I have already come ; Hij woM ^ ^ ^^ . 

He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures, 

6 Yes, when this flcafc 1 and heart shall fail, <j Th ^ earth ghall «„„ aiwo , V(J H ' ke iB0Wi 

And mortal life shall ceaae, The mm forbear to shine ; 

I shall poacsa, within the veil, But God, who caliM rne hew below, 

A life of joy and peace. Will be for ever mine* 

The hymn "Amazing Grace" written by John Newton tells 
us a lot about his thoughts and his life. When he says "I was 
was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see!" 
One can clearly see that he was thinking about his days as a 
slaveship captain. How he had been so blind during those 
years, and how clearly he could see in later life the sin of 
those years. "Amazing Grace" is a tribute to people's ability 
to change for the better and start a new life by doing good. 
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In 1790 John Newton's wife 
Mary Catlett Newton died. His love 
for his wife had been 

great, before and after he married her. 

John had met and fallen in love with 

Mary when he was seventeen years old 

and she fourteen. He had always 

thought about her on all of his voyages. 

They finally had married when he was 

twenty four and she twenty one. 

They were happily married for forty years until her death. 

It is sad that they never had children of their own, although 

they did adopt two orphaned nieces, Elizabeth and Eliza 

Catlett. After Mary died, John Newton went to live with the 

family of one of these nieces. She took 
care of him until his death. 
John Newton died on December 21, 1807 
at the age of 82, seventeen years after his 
wife had died. He was buried beside his 
wife in St. Mary Woolnoth. 
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John Newton was admired for his 

strength, kindness, and honesty. 

The town of Newton in Sierra 

Leone ( a country in West Africa) 

is named after John Newton, the 

man who once used to bring slaves 

from that part of the world to be sold in the West Indies, 

but who was called by G-D to fight for the liberty of those 

whom he had once enslaved. Incredibly to this day John 

Newton's old church in Olney, England give charity to 

Newton, Sierra Leone. John Newton was also put into the 

Gospel Hall Of Fame in 1982 for his 

hymns. Many books have been written 

about him and he has even appeared 

in a recent historical movie. 

There is a museum dedicated to him 

in Olney, England. All this tribute 

has come from many generations 

who have come to admire M 

John Newton's life of amazing grace, if 
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Great Links About John Newton 



John Newton: G-D's Amazing Grace! 
http://chi.gospelcom. net/kids/glimpsesf orkids/gf kO 2 2 .php 

The John Newton Project 
http://www.johnnewton.org/ 



The Cowper And Newton Museum 
http://www.mkheritage.co.uk/cnm/ 
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